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A worthy knight of noble rank,                                          69^
And with these two went several more.
These gentlemen halted before
The citadel and at it gazed
Till they were sure 'twas being razed.
Thereupon they returned and stated
The truth. The lords deliberated
As to what way they should proceed,
Whether to aid the city's need.
THE  CRUSADER   COUNCIL  ELECTS TO   FORTIFY  JAFFA
The council gathered to decide
Their course, near Jaffa, just outside                                       6,990
The wall 5 there words diverse were said
And many a plan was offered.
For in their ages far apart
Are they, and each has his own heart:
Some barons wished to undertake
What others thought were a mistake.
They ought not to have disagreed
But joined to make their cause succeed.
It was advised by some of them
To move on toward Jerusalem j                                                7>ooo
While others, if it could be done.
Would drive the Turks from Ascalon,
For 'twas a good place to repair.
Ye had heard the parties twain declare
Their views in harsh, reproachful words,
Speaking like great and potent lords.
Then spoke his mind the English king,
Who had been reared on warfaring,
Unto the French in company
And to the duke: "It seems to me,                                            7,01 o
(Powicke, Loss of Normandy, p. 228). He was one of Richard's intimate companions;
his name appears in the king's charters throughout the reign, and he was one of
Richard*s five companions when he returned from captivity. (Landon, Itinerary, p. 70
and passim.*}